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The Best Baby Shower Gifts 

List 1: Five Beloved Classics  

 

 

I Love You Through and Through by Bernadette Rossetti-Shustak with 

illustrations by Caroline Jayne Church 

With its special message of unconditional love, this board book has rightfully earned 

its place as a classic. The rhyming text reminds little ones that every part of them is 

cherished, and award-winning illustrator Caroline Jayne Church’s artwork adds humor, 

inventiveness, and a special brand of coziness.  

 

 

Giraffes Can’t Dance by Giles Andreae with illustrations by Guy Parker-Rees 

This perennial bestseller stars Gerald, a giraffe who, according to all of the other 
animals, “can’t dance,”—until he finally learns to believe in himself and dance to his 
own tune. With bright illustrations and a loveable main character, this is the perfect 
book to encourage little ones to go after their dreams, no matter what.   
 

 

I Love You, Stinky Face by Lisa McCourt with illustrations by Cyd Moore 

I Love You, Stinky Face was first published in 2003 and has since inspired an entire 

series, including Thank You, Stinky Face and I Miss You, Stinky Face. In the original 

story, a little boy asks his mom if she’d still love him if he were a dinosaur, a swamp 

monster, or smelled like a skunk! The answer, of course, is yes. This sweet and silly 

story will keep little ones giggling and feeling utterly secure. 

 

 

Clifford the Big Red Dog by Norman Bridwell 

No child’s library could be complete without Clifford! This hardcover edition 

feels timeless and is the perfect introduction to everyone’s favorite Big Red 

Dog. 

 

I Love You Because You’re You by Liza Baker with illustrations by David 

McPhail 

This family favorite is an ode to moms’ unconditional love—Mama Fox adores her 

cub whether he’s happy or frightened, bashful or silly. The padded cover is soft 

for little hands, and kids will love the bouncing rhyme and reassuring message. 
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