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I have chosen to use identity-first language (“disabled 
person”) in this story, rather than person-first language 
(“person with a disability”), as I don’t use person first for 
any of my other identities (e.g., I use “nonbinary person,” not 

“person with nonbinary gender,” and “bisexual person,” 
not “person with bisexuality”).  

My disability is an intrinsic part of who I am and how I 
experience the world. I am proud to be disabled and to 
use a word that is connected to not only my identity but 
also my community and a rights movement fighting for 
equality, inclusion, and access. Disabled is not a dirty word. 
It’s who I am.
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4

We have to name her 

before we can drive her. 

What do you think?

Mum, why 

are we naming a car 

that we’re borrowing

for  two days?two days?

Because we

alwaysalways name our

cars, Maisie.



54

She’s shinier 

than the old 

Death Car.

Oof.

Don’t even say her name.

I’m still in mourning.

Rest in peace,
dear Deathy.

Nothing could

ever replace her.

You were --

I know, I know,

born on the back seat.
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Mum! W
hat?

Mum! W
hat?

You’ve never to
ld m

e th
at!

Gross! 

Gross! 

The car was

deeply traumatized,

I’m sure. 

You know, you 

were conceived on 

the back seat, too. 
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I’m not

a superhero,

Mum.

I was hoping

the car would survive

long enough to give 

it to you.

Not yet.

A manual car is

no use to me anyway,

even if I was born

on the back seat. 

I’ll only ever be able

to drive an automatic 

with my leg.

It was such a big 

part of your superhero 

origin story.origin story.
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Details,

details.

So, what are we

calling this beautiful

beast? 

What about 

The Falcon?

The Falcon

was a hunk

of junk.

This car is 

way too shiny

for that name. 



98

What about Shiny?

No power in the universe

can stop her!

Perfect.

 A shiny name for

a shiny car.

Let’s go

to my first ever

fancon! 
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This is going

to be so amazing. 

Think of all the bondingbonding 

we can do!

We’ve already 

bonded plenty.

You know what

I mean. I feel like we haven’t

talked properly in ages.
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There’s nothing much

to talk about, Mum. You’re 

at all my appointments. 

I know, but we

can catch up on the 

fun stuff this weekend. 

Two days of 

bonding, you say. 

So much quality time! 

So much

quantity time! 
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Pho and rice

paper rolls? 

Did you

say pizza?pizza?

Sounds great! 

I neeeeedneeeeed

pho, Mum. 

I’m the parent 

and I say pizza. 

You  always always play 

the parent card! 

We should

 get to the motel in

time for dinner.  

Four hours 

down, only 

six to go.
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When

you’re a parent, 

you can order

dinner. 

I’ll make

sure I get preggers 

at the con, then. 

One parent card, 

coming my way. 

Fine,

pho it is.
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So who 

would you kiss:

the heroine, the pilot,

the mechanic, or

the trooper? 

Daydreaming

about Sci-fi Wars is

your hobby,
your hobby, not

mine, Mum. 
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Who, then?

Any show or movie. 
That’s easy. 

Bard from Danger

Things! 

Nice. My daughter,

 saving Bard and 

then kissing her.



Yeah, I’ll be

Joy Spires

for a day. 

I can actually see that.

You look a bit Winona-ish.

Copper?!

Mum!

I wouldn’t

mind making out with

that policeman with

the mustache.
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Maybe I could

work in the ice cream

shop with Stevie…
I approve.

He’s got great hair.

And he’s good dad

material.

Because you’re 

such a good judge

of dad material.

   O
UCH

!

Yeah, sorry. That 

was uncalled for. 

Until he falls

wildly in love with 

me and kisses me.
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Ohhhhhh, wait!

Another

excellent choice! 

 You know most

parents don’t watch

Fusion Universe,

right? 

I’m not most

parents. 

That’s an

understatement.

I choose

Fusion!
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I can’t believe 

there’s anyone

who doesn’tdoesn’t 

want to.

So, who else 

are you snogging, 

Mum?

You knowknow 

who I love!

I can’t

believe you 

want to kiss the

smuggler!
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I need to

stand up and stretch. 

Everything hurts

soso much. 

I’ll go and check in. 

You stay here and take 

your drugs.

What kind of parent

says that to their teenager?
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Chill, Mum.

I can’t 

just chill.

All checked in!

Did you take all

your evening

tablets?

22 23
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Your health was my

job 24-7 for a while there.

Ugh, I know. 

I hatedhated

that place.

We practically

lived at the damn

hospital.  

Still, the nurses

were nice. 
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And the meerkat exhibit

was the best thing ever. 

I used to

promise we could go

and see them if you’d  

stop thrashing around 

and let them do your 

blood tests. 

Yes!

And the movie theatre.
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It’s so BAD! 

Hey, it worked! 

Don’t knock Mr. Needle! 

M
r.

 N
eedle

, h
e’s your friend, 

h
e

 w
a

n
ts

 to
 m

ake you well again! 

L
e

t 
h

im
 d

o his job today, 

h
e
’l
l 
m

a
ke y

our cancer go away! 

I had so many

tricks up my sleeve to

convince you to get your shots. 

Do you remember the song 

I used to sing? 
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Now, you

find room 13, 

and I’ll get

the bags. 

Room 13?

It’s Friday! You

wanna star in a 

horror movie? 

I know! Perfect, right? 

And this place

has a pool.

Yes! I’m

going for

a swim

before

dinner.

Great idea --

it’ll be good

for your pain. 

Or,

you know,

just fun. 

Be careful.

Remember Bard,

sweetheart.
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I’ll order dinner. 

Hey, say it 

before you go,

Maisie. 

Ugh, fine.

 

I love you.

 I know. 

Gets funnier 

every time,

Mum. 

If the Demogorgon

gets me while I’m

swimming…

I’m coming back

from the dead to drag 

you to the Inside Out. 

What

a dork.
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