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The way the tales
tell it, magic is a
wild fovce.

It is the province
of spirits and demons, and
they can use it as easily
as we breathe.



It does not come
as natuvally to us, but a
rare few human families
can see magic.

Over many
genevrations, we have
learned to shape it.
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Through vunes
and potions, spells and
shifting, we put it to
vuse for good.

To help and
defend those without
magic.



But magic
is not ouvs, and it
never wWas.

Uncontvolled, it
can turn to darkness
when wielded by human
hands.



There is a
reason we stay in
close-knit families.

The safeguards
must be passed down.



Magic is a gift, a
blessing . . . and a great
responsibility.

Which means, Ariel
Torres, that young witches
need to pay attention to
their magic lessons!




I om teaching you
to moke a /ittle
five.

You are powevrful,
child, but you lack
contvrol. This is

worvrying.

You’re teaching
us to make fire and
1 made o fire!

Should we
PU+ it °U+;
oy . ..

You must not
embarrass us at
the Festival.

Magic
should be
fun.

\ &
S Would it be
Q fun to put the fire

ouvt, maybe?










What is this
Festival thing,
anyway?

Wait, did no one
tell you? It’s coming
up in, like, a week!

Okay, it’'s the
coolest thing ever. Once
a year during Midwinter,
our whole family has a

big gathering.

Yeah, it’s all our
distant cousins and people
who are related by marviage.
There’s so many of us.




We meet at the
Leyline Crux, which is this 'F(
super-magical place on a

mountain, and we celebrate,
and there’s a competition
called the Jolrun —-

So it’s just
a big family
reunion?

That doesn’t
sound like my Kind
of thing . . .

T1
It's
really fun,
actually . . .

And
the Jolrun
iS awesome.

I never got to do it before %
because I couldn’t shapeshift,
but maybe this year --

talking about
the Jolrun?

1
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Juniper
won last year, /[

she was crowned | (i) 4)
the Midwinter

G

Yeah,
it was pretty
cool.

You guys are so
inte family and tradition,
it's . . . kKinda weird.

Like a cult. Ten!

It’s just
how we do
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You know, you’'re
doing your levitation
spell wrong.

1f you
don’t have an
anchovr, it won't
be stable.

@

Really, though.

Your family
are the ones who
don’t want you to

be a boy witch,
right?

I+’s move
complicated
than that.

Why do
you care what
they think so

much?
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Becavuse it’s

family. 1t's not

always good and
happy, but it

matters.

/|
Not
to me.

1 T 2R
All my family gave /
me Was my name.
K \\

You don’t
Know anything \
about them,
N a




]
They didn’t I But you must
want me. That’s be curious, right?
all T need to

There’s not
Know.

that many magical
families. 1 bet if
you asked --

cuvrious!

) V4

Drop it,
" Juniper.
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Anyway, magical
tradition is important,
because --

)

Come on guys,
can you not bicker
for once?
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1 said you
weve doing the
spell wrong!

Any chance
there’s a spell to
clean up ink?

1t’s called
paper towels. And
soap.




Come on, <
Dad, coan't we &
Just get two?

One flavor, ek
+hat's what ﬁi \

we decided.

= e
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But what if 1 get
the wrong one?




Heve we go,
these ones taste like
sour cream and onions.
Two whole flavors!

Those chips

are for people who /

hate having taste \._.—/
buds!

Ugh! Just get
Cool Ranch.

" hee M

we have to make
pizza bagels, Aster
and Sedge have nevev
had them befovre.

And Aviel
likes gummy
A worms.

Are their
respective parents
and guavrdions going

— to be upset that we've
filling their children
with junk food?

|

N They
don’t hove
+o0 Know.
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huh?

Trying
to impress
someone?

want everything
to go perfect!




How was
class today,

1 guess I’'m not
very good at controlling
my magic . . .

Um . did
you heor obout
the tree?

)
g

\ o
' Don"l’
wovrry about
the tree.

Yeah! And to be fair, I
you were veally good at
starting the five.

You can learn!
Aster’s good at that,
aven’t you, hon?
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Mom, tell Aviel
+hat the Midwinter Festival
is actually cool and fun, she
doesn’t believe me.

Festival is
lovely . . .

I was the
Midwinter Witch
myself, once.

1 didn’t
know that! Do you
still have the crown
and everything?

You get a crown
if you win the Jolrun,
mode of enchanted

flowers . . .

Every year there’s
one shifter who's crowned,
& and one witch,
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1 want
to do it this
year!

Anyway, Aviel,
1 spoke with your
foster parents, and
they agreed to let
you come.

1 said it
was a two-day-

long field trip.

You’'re
coming With

But it’s
just for people in
your family.
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- Every witch and
shifter needs some kind of

family who will understand
their magic.

Howevev, as
long as you study
with us, you are
our wavrd.

that’s us.
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I'm not
really . . . a
family person.

Just come to
+he Festival. See
how you like it.

for the ride,

Wait a
sec, love?
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1 think
we’'ll be
okay.

Everyone at school
says it’s so scavy, it’'s
impossible to finish . . .
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Just some
light arson,
nothing ——

Ugh, 1 had
such a day.
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Something
on your face.

Oh...its
ink . . . you don’t
want to know.

Hi
Chavlie!
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I can’t believe
neither of you have had
o sleepover before!

,&.

e
’\L’é'::

B 1

You’re ouvr We eat junk

first out-of-the- Yeah, food and lots of sugar
family friend! Wh"‘"’dd?" so We don’t get sleepy,
we gof

and watch movies!

And 1
brought nail
polish.

30



Aster, want
me to do yours?

I have
black . . .

Chavcoal . . .

Dark

You can
do my toes
next.

Aviel, T miss
you at school!

Getting
Sedge was totally
not a fair trade.
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Hey!

You're friends {3

with, like, every person
in school, T barely even

see you!

1 just
joined all the
clubs!

Avre you going to
+his Festival thing?

course!

Festival
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Vanissen
fomily veunion.

1 guess
I'm going,
too.

»

Aster’s
going to be in, like,
a magical race or
something.

1t’s called the
Jolrun. And I'm
not doing it.

What's up,
Aster?

My mom told
me not to. Thinks people
aren’'t ready to see o boy
witch doing magic yet.

33
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